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Fssentials

THE ESSENTIALS PROGRAM
prepares 3rd thru 6th grade students for
the Challenge Program. The students
and their parents meet from 1:00-3:00
each week after their Foundations Pro-
gram. The Essentials Program meets one
day a week for 24 weeks each school
year. The students will
spend 45 minutes study-
ing Classical Conversa-
tions’ English grammar
dialectically, 45 minutes
on a writing assign-
ment from the Institute
for Excellence in Writ-
ing, and 30 minutes in a
Math Slam competition.
A single tutor will facili-
tate this program.

Parents are expected
to attend so they can use the program
as a complete Language Arts program at
home. Our methodology challenges stu-
dents to understand sentence structures
that we actually speak and write and not
just contrived sentences taught in text-
books. Phonics, spelling rules, parts of
speech, and diagramming sentences will
be taught and practiced.

All mathematical operations, includ-
ing addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division, exponents, and radicals will
be practiced through a variety of math
games. Students are encouraged to finish
their writing assignments at home and
present them the following week during
their Foundations Presentation time.

The Essentials of the English Lan-
guage Difference The Essentials of
English Language is a complete lan-
guage arts program that takes students
beyond the worksheet. Through a mix-
ture of strategic memorization of vocab-
ulary, rules, and lists, along with a series
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of analytical tasks, students are taught
how to thoughtfully analyze sentence
construction resulting in strong language
construction and usage skills — written
and oral.

Classical Conversations believes in the
importance of parents and students being
comfortable, and even
masterful, with the use
of words, words, words
— whether in reading,
writing, or speaking.

Analytical Tasks and
Confirmations:

1) Grammar and recita-
tion

2) Sentence Confirma-
tion

3) Question Confirma-

tion

4) Diagramming Confirmation
5) Modification Confirmation
6) Quid et Quo Confirmation

This is a dialectic program where Eng-
lish grammar is reinforced through con-
versations with adults who want their
students to master the art of language
studies. Tutors come prepared with:

1) a spelling lesson from Spelling Plus

2) an enhanced writing lesson from the
IEW Structure and Style Syllabus
correlated to the students’ lesson
from the IEW Writing Lesson
text for that cycle,

3) math drills and games from
Mega-Fun Math Card Games,
and

4) the week’s grammar and punc-
tuation lesson from The Essen-
tials of the English Language.

Classical Model These three
years of language studies are hard
work for parents. They are simi-

lar to those first three years of teaching
reading in that it takes time and consis-
tency. Our current students have proven
that they can graduate from 6th grade
able to write well-constructed papers and
understand the grammatical structures
that make up the romance languages.
Critical analysis and expository writing
will be easier for high school students
who have a teaching parent who values
the tools of language. We teach grammar
rules through memory work, teach pro-
cessing and understanding through con-
versations about language, and apply the
grammar being mastered to structured
writing assignments.

"The easiest way fo exp/m’n
the dialectic is Zg use examples,
For instance, when 9'm ffazcﬁ~
ing Latin, 9 use the grammar
rules the students have a/:ﬂea@
learned in Ergﬁ's‘ﬁ to ﬁe//)
them @We out the rules o

Latin on their own, "
—Leigh Bortins
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Fssentials

Scope and Sequence

Weekly Class At Home... Students Will Learn...
(Tutor-led)
Through sentence
diagramming, students
learn basic capitalization
45 minutes _ and punctuation; 3 '
Language Essentials of the EsseEtlaII§ rcl)f the photnoq(rams, s:ntence ‘a ggod gd.uc‘dl‘zon
Arts English Language Lan ur;gésGuide asnrduc Ll:rre(’)spease;in?t feddzes a child -}low 0
Guide fted PIpOSEs, €l build a [place in] the
parts of speech plus . .
specific classifications mmdfor every ‘5‘”&/‘%,1'
for verbs, nouns, Ybll not onlyﬁed Cﬁlld/"é’ﬂ
pronouns; and more! information lo [retain],
but help the students see
ways to organize the
z'nfoyrmczz‘z'on for quick
retrieval. ..

... When the organiza-

Greater speed and tional system is mastered,

Drills from Mega- accuracy in mental

Fun Math Card R?ﬁ’:tlﬁ ' pr)gr?grr:‘all arithmetic as students w/llc/l.medm‘dq Z”Cély
Games prog prepare for success in accessible and confidently
Algebra and beyond. retrieved, the tnforma-

tion becomes very useful

and can be dialectically
synthesized into any new
tdea.”
—Leigh Bortins
THE TEACHER SHEET
e s S
STRUCTURE | EEne
(t)
PURPOSE e
P ATTERN S le:a verheplus ‘ing’ acting as an adjective.]

Classification: Simple, Interrogative, S-Vi Asimple sentence consists of one independent
clause that expresses a complete thought.

Vero(s): id pray
Type? HelpingIntransiive  Number? Singular
Persor e’

Task 4: Diagramming Confirmation oy
2 Simple Past  Voice? Active

Number? Singuiar

0N 12 pInd 94 seL

Adjective(s): the,weeping  Type? Limiing, Descriiive
Degree? NA Modifying? Jesus

Verbal(s): weeping Type? Present Paricple
Modifying? Jesus

Remember: The EEL Tasks are designed to be progressive - (o be learned and mastered over a 2-3 year period. Families new to EEL should
not feel compelled to complete “every task” on “every sheet’, rather they should focus on the first tw tasks and their associated skills, doing
them well, and then introduce the higher-level tasks at a pace that is best determined by the parent.

THE ESSENTIALS OF THE
EncLIsH LANGUAGE DIFFERENCE

To find an Essentials Community near you, to start an Essentials Community, or to learn more about par-
ticipation costs, visit our web site and click on the “Communities” link. For resources and materials needed
to participate in our Essentials Community, visit our online book store.
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